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Call for Artists 
The City of Rockville and VisArts are excited to present the “Rockville Storm Drain Mural Project” 
to the local community in celebration of the 45th Anniversary of Earth Day on April 22, 2015. This 
project uses the power and joy of art to educate the public about storm drains and the impact of 
our collective actions on local waterways and the Chesapeake Bay. This project gives the artistic 
community an opportunity to express themselves via a small-scale outdoor storm drain mural in 
a City of Rockville neighborhood.  
 
Information on Storm Drains 
Stormwater is excess rain that does not soak into the ground or become absorbed by trees and 
plants. Instead it runs off into storm drain pipes and flows, untreated, into streams. Most of 
Rockville's stormwater is a result of impervious surfaces, such as buildings, paved roads, parking 
lots, compacted soil or gravel, or any other surfaces that prevents rainfall from soaking into the 
ground. As the water runs over land, it picks up pollutants like oil, fertilizer, pesticides, litter, pet 
waste, and sediment. These pollutants impact the water quality of our local streams. In addition, 
as the stormwater increases in volume and speed, it causes stream bank erosion and dumps 
more sediment into the stream, which harms aquatic insects, fish and animals that depend on 
the stream for their food and habitat.  Residents can help reduce stormwater pollution by taking 
simple actions such as planting native gardens and trees, installing rain barrels, disposing of pest 
waste and refuse properly and reducing fertilizer and pesticide use.  
 
What Are We Looking For? 
We are looking for original artwork that raises awareness about the impact we all have on local 
streams, rivers and the Bay. Your mural design should reflect topics related to storm drains and 
the health of local waterways, but feel free to be creative with interpretations of the subject 
matter. Examples topics include water quality, streams, rivers, the Chesapeake Bay, native 
plants and wildlife, or pollution. Keep in mind that communicating a message is central to this 
project. Proposed ideas should be tasteful, positive and appropriate for all people in the 
community. Please include the storm drain in your submission drawing so we can accurately 
see how the work engages with the site. We are asking artists to submit their ideas with the 
attached application form. 

 

http://www.rockvillemd.gov/DocumentCenter/View/2022


 

Storm Drain Art Guidelines: 
• Must be confined to the storm drain surface and vertical face of the curb and must not extend 

onto the sidewalk, bottom mouth of the inlet, or on the road. Artwork must not depict 
the storm drain opening as a mouth. This has been found to encourage the dumping of 
trash into storm drains.  

• Must focus on water in streams and rivers as they relate to stormwater runoff and storm 
drains, not drinking water.  

• Artists will be provided a standard paint and supply kit from the City of Rockville. No other art 
supplies will be reimbursed. 

• The City of Rockville will designate the location and number of storm drains for the project.  
 

What to Expect: 
Selected artists will be assigned to a storm drain that will be power washed before painting 
begins. Please be aware that the assigned drain may differ slightly from the drain envisioned in 
the artist’s proposal (see photos below).  Slight adjustments to the design proposals may be 
necessary.  
 
The artists selected will be responsible for attending an orientation with the City to go over 
artwork boundaries and collect paints, brushes, and protective coating. Safety equipment 
(traffic cones, safety vest, etc.) will be provided and must be used during the mural painting 
process.  
 
All artists selected must complete their paintings on schedule. Keeping within the time 
parameters is essential to the success of the project. Each mural will be photographed and, 
along with your bio and personal photo, be highlighted throughout the community on 
Rockville’s Channel 11, website, newsletter and social media throughout the month of April. A 
public walking tour of the artwork will be held in May. 
 
Who are our Partners or Contributors? 
City of Rockville 
VisArts 
*Special thanks to the James River Basin Partnership for their guidance and permission to 
replicate outreach materials.  
 
Example Murals and Inspiration: 

 To see the murals and background information on a similar project from Columbia, 
Missouri click here 

 

 And click here for information and images for a storm drain project in Springfield, 
Missouri 

 

 For inspiration and to learn more about stormwater please visit the City of Rockville’s 
stormwater webpage here.  
 

 The drains will likely be located in the Rock Creek or Cabin John Watersheds. Click here 
for details on Rockville’s watersheds. 

 
 

http://www.gocolumbiamo.com/PublicWorks/StormWater/StormwaterEducation-StormDrainMuralProject.php
http://www.jamesriverbasin.com/storm-drain-reveal/
http://www.rockvillemd.gov/index.aspx?NID=287
http://www.rockvillemd.gov/index.aspx?NID=570


 

Time Line: 
 

• January – Application will become available at https://visarts.submittable.com/ 
• March 14 - Deadline for submissions. 
• April 1 - Artists notified.  
• April 4 through April 30 - Painting of storm drains. 

 
To Apply: 
If you are interested in applying to be a part of this project and lending your time and talent, 
please watch for the application to become available in January at 
https://visarts.submittable.com/ 
 
Or send all required application materials via snail mail to: Susan Main, VisArts, 155 Gibbs 
Street, Rockville, MD 20850. 
 
Send application questions with “Rockville Storm Drain Project” in the subject line to:   
Shannon Philbin sphilbin@rockvillemd.gov 
Susan Main, smain@visartscenter.org  
 
Required Application Materials: 
 
Artists interested in submitting to the Rockville Storm Drain Mural Project must submit the 
following Design Proposal items to VisArts (Link to VisArts online application) to be considered 
for the project: 
 

1. Name, address, email, and phone number. 
2. Up to three jpg images for your proposed idea, which can consist of photographs, 

drawings, source material, etc. These images must reflect your vision as accurately as 
possible. 

3. A full rendering or draft of your proposed mural as visualized in the storm drain setting. 
Please work from the attached pictures of Rockville storm drains. Submit your proposal 
drawing as a pdf or jpg. 

4. A brief written description of your mural of no more than 250 words. Include a potential 
title and any relevant information as to how your mural design addresses storm water 
run off and water quality in the Rockville community. 

5. Up to three jpg images that convey your work as an artist. 
6. List of caption info for all jpgs submitted.  Include your name, title, medium, dimensions 

and brief description (optional) for each image. 
7. Brief artist bio (100 words) 
8. Resume 
Once selected, each selected artist will need to provide a high resolution (300 dpi, 1 MB or 
larger jpg) photo of themselves to be used in publications. 

 
 
 

 
 

https://visarts.submittable.com/
https://visarts.submittable.com/
mailto:sphilbin@rockvillemd.gov
mailto:smain@visartscenter.org


 

 
Examples of Possible Storm Drains in Rockville Storm Drain Mural Project 
Please keep in mind that storm drains used for this project may be of various sizes and shapes 
and may or may not have manhole covers. Selected designs may need to be altered based on 
the style of drain that is assigned.  

 
 
 Storm Drain #1                                                             Storm Drain #2 

       
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
                                            Storm Drain #3 
                                         


